idea arose from this young German soil, bearing German
freedom and independence upon its banners under the
name of Prussia. The old Electors of Brandenburg, as
sovereign dukes of the old Prussian territories belonging
to the Teutonic order, became kings of the new auto-
nymous state, which did not belong to the old realm, and
called by the name of Prussia the whole scattered lands
from Cleves to the Kurian HaflF. And the sober flag of
knightly priests, of priestly knights, the black and white
Prussian flag whose colors were take from the white gown
and black scapulary of the Cistercian monk and the
white mantle with its black cross worn by the knights of
the Teutonic order, now waved from the Rhine to the
Memel. This procedure is symbolic of the fact that the
historic and state - preserving powers of the German
eastlands, formed anew by their colonial mission, had
begun their return to home and country. WhatFriedrich II
of Hohenstaufen, as first founder of the Prussian state,
had unconsciously set in being was completed of set pur-
pose by Friedrich II of Hohenzollern. He drew in Silesia,
which had been colonised somewhat earlier than Prussia
by settlers from Central Germany under Saint Hedwig,
and included the whole Eastern Germany with Central
and Northern Germany in one state. It is not necessary
to detail here the vital part played by Eastern Germany
in Germany's destiny from the rising against Napoleon's
rule to the foundation of the German Empire in 1870, But
if we seek a form, a formula in which to press the im-
ponderabilia which went to make up the debt of grateful-
ness paid by the young territory to the old mother country,
then we can say it was a new Will to Form, with which
this young Germany filled and inspired the chaotic and
formless body politic of old Germany, It was a principle of
form which had received its historical baptism in the far
colonial past and had been disciplined by the statesman*